RATIONALE FOR THE CURRENT STUDY
In order for OBE to be successful in its attainment of the learners' learning outcomes, it is pertinent to ensure that all teachers as well as learners understand the information pertaining to the overall system of OBE and the related activities (Lundahl, Hultén and Tveit2017; Lindhorst and Schulenlenberg, 2006) . In the same vein, Ruhland and Brewer (2001) also highlight the importance of taking into consideration the learners' approach towards the whole process, saying that the learners must know about the affective and cognitive development through the learning outcomes (Ruhland and Brewer, 2001 ). Morton, Well and Cox (2019) highlight the immense importance of learners' engagement in the whole learning process, terming it the involvement pf the learners as part of the implicit curriculum. With reference to OBE, Ungar (1996) says that the learners' take on every detail in the process is importance, adding that OBE develops multiple assessment and instructional tool and strategies, including developing student's portfolio, assigning them oral presentations, projects, quizzes, and assignments to accommodate every learner's learning outcomes and needs.
Keeping in view the importance of learners' engagement in the whole process of curriculum as well as assessment towards the successful carrying out of OBE, the present study investigates to see if there are differences in the approaches of male and female students towards OBE in general and the available teaching material in particular. As Cin, Dennis and Temiz (2018) highlight the importance of gender-equality in educational policy-making, the current study takes into consideration the perceptions of the female learners alongside their male counterparts for a more holistic view of the efficacy of OBE in the present context.
CONTEXT OF THE STUDY
Taif University English Language Centre offers a variety of English courses to the students of different streams in accordance with requirements and needs of the students: English for Academic Purposes (EAP) and English for Specific Purposes (ESP). EAP courses are further categorized into Regular EAP (REAP) and Intensive REAP (IEAP). IEAP course is offered to the students enrolled in Medicine, Pharmacy, Computer science and Engineering programs. In this intensive English course students take 12 face to face and 3 online hours to cover two levels (A1 & A2) of English Unlimited of Cambridge University Press to complete the requirements of the course.
This new course was introduced after thorough analysis of the needs and requirements of the students. The current study is a part of full project to evaluate the significance of English Unlimited in terms of its efficacy and sufficiency towards the learners' attainment of their course learning outcomes. This research seeks to understand learners' experience from the perspective of their gender. This comparative analysis of the male and female students' responses brings forth any differences in their approach towards not only OBE in general but the also the efficacy and sufficiency of the teaching material available to them.
OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
The main objective of the current study is to find out if there is any difference of opinion between male and female students about the nature, structure, and contents of English course books in terms of the efficacy and sufficiency of the teaching material in achieving the learning outcomes. To achieve the objective, the researcher tries to answer the following questions:
RESEARCH QUESTIONS
The study endeavors to answer the following research questions:
 How do male and female EFL learners differ in their learning approaches towards Outcomebased learning?
 In what ways do male and female learners see the efficacy of EFL textbooks towards Outcome-based learning?
DATA ANALYSIS, RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
A total of, 200 questionnaires were equally distributed among male and female students enrolled in the four different disciplines (mentioned earlier). Out of the 200 questionnaires, 148 were returned (male 75) and (73 female). The data analyzed through SPSS is presented with the help of descriptive tables, group tests, and independent Samples test. The questionnaire has four sections. Thus, the results are presented in sections. The above table shows that there are just two question asking about the suitability of the textbooks towards the attainment of course learning outcomes, and how much OBE is beneficial for students in their EFL classroom. The mean value (4.07) suggests that students deem that learning English through OBE is very beneficial to them. As the results in above table show, the students also believe that the level of the course is a1ppropriate towards their attainment of the related course learning outcomes. This is proved by the mean value of 3.66 that is far above the neutral value; however, the mean value of the first question is less than the second one. This suggests that the level of the course is little lower than their expectation of how important OBE is towards their learning of English language in the classroom. Looking at the mean value in the table of group statistics, there is no much difference of opinion between male and female learners as for the suitability of the textbooks towards the attainment of the related course learning outcomes is concerned. However, the results show that the female students agree a little more than the male students, as shown in the mean value (female 3.9 ±1.32) against (male 3.41±1.17). Despite this, the study found that the responses of male students with the mean value (4.44± 1.01) is far higher than those of female students (3.86 ± 1.41), suggesting that male students consider learning English through OBE more important and beneficial than the female learners. The independent sample test for the first question shows p value as ".018," which is below ".05." This suggests that there is a significant difference between opinions of the male and female students about the appropriateness of the course towards the attainment of the course learning outcomes. However, this difference of opinion is statistically more different for the question asking about "how much important it is to use OBE in the classroom for learning English."As the p value for it is ".001,'' it suggests that there is significant difference between the opinions of the students in terms of their gender.
Table1. Course Learning Outcomes and Effectiveness of Outcome-Based Education

Appropriateness of Textbooks Towards
Male and Female Learners' Perceptions about Efficacy of Exercises and Tasks towards Learning
Outcomes in their EFL Classroom: The above table shows that the mean value is above the neutral value (2.5) for each of the statement. Overall, the majority of the learners think that the exercises and task are appropriate towards the attainment of the course learning outcomes with the mean value (3.55 ±1.392). The learners are more satisfied with their speaking practice activities (3.64 ±1.330), followed by the writing tasks (3.55±1.295), the new words introduced in every lesson (3.54 ±1.377), and the grammar point with better explanation (3.50±1.383). The lowest mean value was reported for listening activities (3.33 ±1.367) and pronunciation and individual sounds (3.36 ±1.370). Overall, the students were satisfied with the efficacy and sufficiency of the exercises and activities, given in the textbooks. Comparing the mean value reported seperately for both male and female students against each question item of this section in the group Statistics Table, the results show that there is no big difference found between the opinions of male and female students. It is very interesting to note that the students were found more satisfied with listening practice actvities compared to other tasks. The group statistics table shows that the least difference is found (male 3.35 and female 3.32 ) in their opinions about the listening practice actvities. The highest difference is found in their opinion about the vocabularly exercises (male 3.63 and female 3.11), followed by the reading exercises and tasks (male 3. 29 andfemale 3.89).This suggests that the male students were more satisfied with the vocabulary exercises, compared to the female students. The above independent sample test suggests that there is no significant difference of opinion found between male and female students about various types of tasks and exercises integrated in the textbooks. Except for the reading exercise (p value ".024") and vocabulary exercises (p value ".022"), the p value for all other statements is above ".05,"which suggests that there is no difference of opinion between the male and female learners. The significant difference is found about reading and vocabulary exercises. It is very interesting to know that the majority of the students use the online material with mean value (3.74 ±1.481). However, they think (mean value 2.38 ± 1.280) that the online materials are not useful and thus they don't support their learning. This is a matter of concern for the publishers and the concerned administrative authorities to understand why such online material are not found useful by the students despite the fact that majority of the students use them. Comparing the mean value reported seperately for both male and female students against each question item of this section in the group Statistics Table, the results show that there is a small difference found between the opinions of male and female students. The male students with mean value (3.99 1.44) use the online resources more than the female students (3.49 1.48). Both the male and female students groups agree with each other, saying that the online materials are not useful to support their learning as the mean value for both is below the neutral value. However, the male students (2.35 1.19) disagree more in comparison with the female students (2.41 1.37) that the online material are useful. There is a signifianct difference found between the opinion of male and female students about using online material with p value "042"which is below ".05". However, no difference is found in their opinion about its usefulness. As Tshai, Ho, Yap and Ng (2014) suggest that the Continuous Quality Improvement feature of OBE calls for further investigation of any issue, the current problem regarding the learners' dissatisfaction about the online material needs to be investigated.
Table3. Efficacy of Exercises and Tasks towards Attainment of Learning Outcomes
Table4. Group Statistics on Efficacy of Exercises and Tasks towards Attainment of Learning Outcomes
Table5. Independent Sample Tests on Efficacy of Exercises and Tasks towards Attainment of Learning Outcomes
Table6. Effectiveness of Online Material towards Attainment of Learning Outcomes
Table7. Group Statistics and Independent Sample Tests on Effectiveness of Online Material towards Attainment of Learning Outcomes
Group
Table8. Effectiveness of Tasks and Activities towards Learning Outcomes
Usefulness of task and activities N Mean Std.
Deviation
The tests in this course were directly related to the assignments, classroom discussions and other activities. Looking at the above descriptive table shows that that mean value for nine out of ten statements is above the neutral value (2.5). This shows that the students in general, irrespective of their gender, largely agree that the tasks and activities are useful towards the attainment of their course learning outcomes. The highest mean value (3.82 ±1.244) is reported for students, claiming that their learning of English through OBE helped them improve their writing skills, followed by learning a wide range of useful vocabulary (3.72 ±1.25). However, this is very interesting to notice that the lowest mean value (2.10 ±1.276) is reported for students saying that they would not recommend this course to others. This is in contrast with all other statements responded by the students. On the other hand, they agree that the tasks and exercises are useful for their attainment of the course learning outcomes. As such, there doesn't seem to be any stark difference between the views of the students about the efficacy of these tasks for their learning outcomes. They largely agree with each other that the tasks are useful for their learning. In this regard, the biggest disagreement in the opinions of the male and female students was reported about the usefulness of the received feedback (male 3.99 and female 3.33), followed by their learning of the useful vocabulary (male 3.99 female 3.44). The biggest agreement between the male and female learners is noticed in their saying that this course enhances their interest in learning English (male 3.53 female 3.60), followed by saying that English helps in improving their grammar skills (male 3.60 female 3.36). The difference of opinion among the male and female students is reported more in this section, compared to all other sections. The independent sample test suggests that there is a statistically significant difference found about the various statements from this section. The highly significant difference is observed about the nature of feedback received by the students on their progress with p value .001, which is far below the threshold line .05. There is also a highly significant difference reported with p value of.008 about learning a wide range of vocabulary. In addition, the significant difference was also reported about their claims for saying that this course helps improve writing skills (p value .032) and speaking skills (p value .030). Apart from these statements, there are no significant differences found among the opinions of the students about the usefulness of the tasks and activities for developing the language skills.
Table9. Group Statistics on Effectiveness of Tasks and Activities towards Learning Outcomes
Table10. Independent Sample Tests on Effectiveness of Tasks and Activities towards Learning Outcomes
CONCLUSION
This study quantitatively analyzed the viewpoints of male and female students to see if there are differences in their perceptions towards the effectiveness of Outcome-Based Education (OBE) in their English as a Foreign Language (EFL) classroom. It was found out that all the 75 and male and 73 female students who responded to the questions expressed their confidence in OBE as an effective system of teaching and assessment in their EFL classroom. The research also investigated the male and female students' responses to see if there are variations in their opinions regarding the effectiveness and sufficiency of the textbooks as well as the online study material towards the achievement of the course learning outcomes. The findings of the study showed that despite that all the male and female students believe in the sufficiency and efficacy of the textbooks towards the achievement of learning outcomes, they did not feel that the online material was effective towards achieving their overall targets. This issue came forth as one of the findings of the study, where all the students have been using the online resources provide by the publisher of the textbooks, but, at the same time, they believe that these online resources are ineffective. Future researchers may take up this issue for further investigation. There was also a difference of opinion found between the male and female learners in terms of the feedback that they received from their teachers. This issue may also be further investigated by future researchers. Overall, all male and female learners expressed their confidence in the OBE in general as well as the efficacy and sufficiency of the teaching material in their EFL classrooms.
